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We’re pleased to bring you the fourth issue of Generation Response. We’re so excited here at Generation Response to be
moving forward and making changes as we hear about what
you, our readers, want to see. First, we want to say a couple of
words about Generation Response. So here’s the deal. Generation Response is officially “Emory’s Environmental/Humanitarian magazine”. Casually speaking, we are the alternative
paper on campus. Generation Response gives Emory students
a voice on local, national, and international humanitarian and
environmental issues. Writers shed light on the people and organizations at Emory and in the greater Atlanta area that are
making a positive difference. We hope to connect Emory students to positive movements in Atlanta and act as a forum to
promote mutualism between Emory students and the movers
and shakers of sustainability in Atlanta. Sustainable Atlanta
movements get the publicity they need to grow and the Emory community is made aware of organizations in which they
would want to get involved. The ultimate goal of Generation
Response is to encourage Emory students to get involved in
making a positive difference in the world. It’s about reaching
out so that our generation can respond and take responsibility
for our future.
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In addition to making ourselves more local, relevant, and helpful to the Emory community, we’re also trying to make waves
on the internet. We are developing a new website, where you
will be able to find articles, artwork, and videos that aren’t in
our issues. The old website is still up and running for now. We
want to ensure that the progress keeps flowing even after the
release of each issue. We encourage you to check it out and
make any comments you have, whether it is about a specific
article or the magazine itself. We want our website to serve
as a dialogue so that we can better understand what you’re
interested in and what you want to see.
On a final note, we would like to thank all of you who are doing
great things in the Emory and Atlanta communities. We know
from experience that it can sometimes feel as if hard work
goes unnoticed, but we want to let you know that your efforts
are appreciated. More than that, your efforts are creating a
ripple effect throughout local communities, spreading the vibrations of good energy and effecting positive change, little by
little. It is people like you who enable communities to survive
and flourish. In this issue, we have personally enjoyed learning
of and spreading the word of your efforts. We hope that this
issue is just another phase in the ripple effect and that our
readers will be inspired by what you have done to go out and
keep the wheels of progress moving.
Peace and Love,
Jenna, Jack, and Gillian

UPCOMING EMORY AND ATLANTA EVENTS
Minds on Mic - Wednesday April 14th, Harland Cinema @ 8:30
“An Open Mic created by artists for artists”
Minds on Mic was created by freshman Daniel Weingarten last semester. “The sole purpose of Minds On Mic,” he explains, “is
to provide a platform of expression for students here at Emory where they can
feel comfortable sharing their work.” Students typically do spoken word, play
an instrument, and/or sing. At every show, there is at least one professional
spoken word poet who performs. Eventually, Minds on Mic hopes to be able to
bring a larger variety of poets from across the country. They are also planning
on forming a team for College Nationals or CUPSI (College Union Poetry Slam
Invitational) next year. Right now, Minds on Mic hopes to fill up Harland at least
once by the end of the semester. Help them reach their goal! From someone
who has gone to a couple shows, I can honestly say that Minds on Mic is a very
cool thing happening here at Emory. The scene is relaxed and comfortable, the
vibe is very positive, and the performances are great. Anyone who wants to perform can simply show up on the date of the show and sign up on the open mic list. Off the Mic, Minds on Mic also has community
service opportunities and writing workshops. If you are interested in partaking in either of these or helping to plan the events,
email Daniel at dweing2@emory.edu about becoming a member.
The Philosophy Club- Mondays, Candler Library @ 8pm
The Philosophy Club is a student-only, informal discussion group that provides students with an outlet for intellectual conversation. Each week, students discuss important philosophical questions, ranging from contemporary ethical issues (death penalty,
genetic enhancement) to more abstract questions (the human condition, “the good life”). The club is for anyone interested, not
only philosophy majors. Email Aaron David for more info.
Support our local economy and community by purchasing some of your food at these local farmer’s markets!
Emory’s Farmer’s Market- Tuesdays, Cox Hall Bridge, 2-6 pm
Decatur Farmer’s Market- Wednesdays, 163 Clairemont Avenue, Decatur, 4-7 pm
Beginning May 15th, the Decatur Farmer’s Market will also be open on Saturdays from 9 am-12 pm on
N. McDonough in downtown Decatur. decaturfarmersmarket.com
Morningside Farmer’s Market- Saturdays, the Highlands, 8 am-11:30 am.
http://www.morningsidemarket.com/
Creative Alternatives for Stormwater Funding- April 23,Westin Atlanta North at Perimeter, 9 am-4:30 pm
The Seminar is designed to provide you with an overview of a variety of ways in which you can fund water quality projects in
your community.Learn from recognized experts who will present a comprehensive overview of alternative methods to fund your
stormwater program) Visit the SESWA website (www.SESWA.org) for registration information.
Modern Atlanta, Friday, June 4th
Film Screening: Citizen Architect: Samuel Mockbee and the Spirit of the Rural Studio
1:00 pm – This screening is tailored to High Schools and College Students
8:00 pm – Screening for the general public
Hill Auditorium, The High Museum of Art
Hale County, AL is home to some of the most destitute and impoverished communities in the United States of America. It is
also home to Samuel Mockbee and Auburn University’s Rural Studio, the most prolific and inspirational design-build outreach
programs ever established. Citizen Architect is a documentary film chronicling the late Sam Mockbee, artist, architect, teacher,
community organizer and caregiver to poverty-stricken Hale County residents. Mockbee’s work was featured in the Whitney
Museum of Art 2002 Biennial, and Mockbee posthumously received the 2004 Gold Medal from the American Institute of Architects, their highest honor. Above all else, this film offers a dialogue about what it means to be both a successful professional
and a responsible member of society—ultimately arguing that the latter is essential to the former.
Trees Atlanta- Saturdays, 9 am-12 pm.
Hands-on tree planting, tree care, and forest restoration projects. It’s fun, free, and a great way to meet new people and get to
know Atlanta. http://www.treesatlanta.org/
Earth Week Events at Emory, April 18th-23rd
There are so many amazing events happening during Earth Week at Emory this year. Check them out on our website (below).
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PEOPLE MAKING A DIFFERENCE
How Do Emory Students Make a Difference?
Sanjana Malviya (Sophomore)
Sanjana Malviya is on the
board of the Waller Scholars,
a new club on campus started by her freshman seminar
class, “How We Learn,” in
2008. The Waller Scholars
is a peer-mentoring program
between Emory students and
children at the Drew Charter
School. The Emory mentors
keep in touch with their students via email and organized Courtesy of Rachel Borrelli
visits. Malviya and other board members drive to the school to
spend time with their mentees on a monthly basis. “For Emory
students the program is a way to increase awareness about
kids from other walks of life and instill in them a value for
higher education, and basically show them how cool college
is,” says Malviya.
Gouthami Rao (Sophomore)
“Emory Global Brigades gives Emory students a perspective on
developing countries and engages
students to do service-oriented
work, but also understand the interdisciplinary effects of development
work. Currently we have a Medical,
Business, and Water Brigades that
all fall under the Global Brigades
umbrella. In each of the brigades,
we have these groups of passionate students who want to help deCourtesy of Rachel Borrelli
veloping countries, like Honduras
and Panama, by making a hands-on difference. We take a lot
of things for granted in the U.S., but this week-long summer
opportunity provides more perspective on developing countries than we could ever expect.”
Scott Campbell (Freshman)
“I enjoy volunteering with the Atlanta Food Bank because it is
very rewarding and it helps Emory foster a positive relationship
in the Atlanta community!”
Calleson Edwards (Freshman)
“For Emory Fashion Forward we did a clothing drive and collected clothing for a homeless shelter.”
Aaron Brookes (Sophomore)
“I help out at Boys and Girls Club, where I get to
teach
sports to the kids and
demonstrate
good sportsmanship.”

Malcolm Tariq (Sophomore)
“I always turn the lights off
when leaving the room!”

Courtesy of Rachel Borrelli

Alexander Robin (Senior)
“I try to bring joy into everybody’s life by being positive and
happy, and hoping that it rubs
off on those around me!”
Courtesy of Rachel Borrelli

How do you make a difference globally? nationally? in Georgia? in Atlanta? at Emory? to individuals around you?
Fighting for human rights?
Protecting the environment?
Fostering education?
Fostering positive relationships?
Helping rather than shunning the less fortunate?
Standing up for others who are trying to be the
change they want to see in the world?
Telling others it’s bold, not lame, to respond to
anger and hatred with sympathy and compassion?
Tell us on our website and you could be in the next issue of
Generation Response.

Don’t idle! Turning off
your car if it is idling for
more than 10 seconds will
save more gas than that
which is required to turn it
back on.
LOCAL to EMORY
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-Rachel Borrelli

PEOPLE MAKING A DIFFERENCE
Alumni
What a perfect time to be
graduating from Emory
University. From any university.
As soon as an adult finds
out about my approaching
commencement,
his
or
her face melts into that
sympathetic, sorry smile,
and they ask (with a gentle
shoulder pat) if I know what
I am doing come June 1st.
Once they pry more and
find out about my major in
Cultural Anthropology and
my minor in Dance and
Movement Studies, their
Courtesy of Sophie Slesinger
compassionate words morph
into sarcastic comebacks—“What a useful degree!” “Well good
luck with that one!” After the first dozen or so interrogations,
I learned to respond “I have no idea!” with an intense grin on
my face. My Clairmont neighbor fondly referred to our strategy
as the “non-plan plan”. This overly enthusiastic admission of
unknowingness would pretty much end the conversation pointblank.

When doing laundry,
set warm wash and
cold rinse cycles, and
save over 90% of the
energy used when
I often refer to my job as a
machine washing in
“project/experiment/fellowship/
opportunity” because it ends the
hot water only.
same time that Emory’s class of
freshman who wants to eat
more local foods. I would
argue that I use my Emory
degree every single day. What
a useful major, one could
argue!

2010 will be graduating. While this
fact seems slightly overwhelming some
days, I am so grateful for this valuable work
experience and for the guidance I’ve received
from some particular faculty, staff, and students.
What will I be doing next, you ask? I think I’ll stick to the nonplan plan.
-Sophie Slesinger

“But seriously,” I asked one of my Green Bean coworkers
one day, “What am I going to do after graduation?” We
started discussing the lack of general student enthusiasm for
Emory’s sustainability initiatives. I could see small pockets
of passionate people between my work at the Green Bean
and my time in various anthropology classes and the Emory
as Place experimental class, but I also knew that many first
and second year students were not participating in the courses
or student organizations that I myself did not discover until
around junior year.
One day while at the coffee cart, my friend mentioned the
importance of Residence Life in first and second year students’
lives. It made sense, too. Your SA, RA, and RHD are some of
the first people you meet at Emory. They are your tour guides,
security guards, mentors, therapists, and ultimately, friends. If
Emory’s sustainability goals were introduced through different
aspects of Residence Life, maybe these behavioral choices
would become instilled in more Emory students early on.
My next step was to propose an idea for a “Sustainability
Fellow” in Residence Life to various supportive and committed
campus administrators and faculty members. A combination
of their dedication and really, really, really, lucky timing led me
to being employed part-time by Emory as the Sustainability
Fellow for Residence Life.
Since August 2009, I have planned and assisted in programs
for undergraduate residents that support Emory’s sustainability
initiatives. If you attended the Green Networking Night,
participated in the October Energy Competition, or are currently
hyper sensitive of the need to recycle white paper, I probably
had something to do with it. I enjoy my job because I get to
work across departments and offices, with a mix of students,
faculty, and staff. Also, since I work part-time, I still am able to
dance and choreograph throughout the Atlanta area.
Understanding concepts of sustainability from an anthropological
standpoint also helps me relate to Emory community members
in various capacities- whether it be an environmental scientist,
a Clairmont student interested in increased recycling, or a
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PEOPLE MAKING A DIFFERENCE
Arava Institute
An American, an Israeli and a Palestinian enjoying a cup of coffee and conversation at your local coffee shop is not a scene
you would expect to find. However, it is precisely the scene
that came into my view the other week as I walked into the
Starbucks in our very own Emory Village. What could possibly
bring these three people together, you might ask? The answer
is quite simple: The Arava Institute.

“As a regional program based
in Israel, [the Arava Institue for Environmental Studies] seeks to promote
peace, cooperation, and sustainable
development in the Middle East by preparing future Arab and Jewish leaders
to solve the region’s environmental
challenges together.”

promote peace, cooperation, and sustainable development in
the Middle East by preparing future Arab and Jewish leaders
to solve the region’s environmental challenges together. Arava
uses environmental issues to bring people together, promoting peace and understanding while working towards solutions
in areas such as water management, sustainable agriculture,
and renewable energy. The Arava Institute understands the
necessity to educate the future leaders, which is why this institute’s work is so relevant to us. Finally, we have been given the
opportunity to make a difference.
Although the Arava Institute is involved in different kinds of
work and research, central to its mission are the institute’s
year and semester long programs for both undergraduate and
graduate students, as well as a two-year masters program. The
Institute offers a variety of courses in environmental science,
social analysis, and policy. According to Weisberg, Khoury and
Elisha, many times a scientific problem requires a social solution. Although Arava offers an environmentally based curriculum, students from all academic backgrounds and interests
are encouraged to apply.

For those of you concerned with the Israeli-Palestinian conflict,
and the more general problems between Israelis and Arabs or
the U.S. and the Arab World, take some
comfort in the fact that there are organizations attempting to solve these issues through cooperation, respect, and
friendship, rather than hatred, terror,
and intimidation. I have often pondered
the individual role I could play in bringing this conflict to a close. As a student
here at Emory, I have felt little hope in
my ability to make any kind of difference when I am so far removed from
the center of the conflict.

According to Weisberg, the program is comprised of approximately one third North Americans and
one third Israelis with the last third being filled by Arabs, mainly from Palestine and Jordan. Although all classes
are taught in English, the culturally diverse makeup of the student body is
conducive to informal language study,
whether it is Israeli or one of many Arabic dialects. In addition to formal classes and the informal language classes
sometimes arranged by students, the
program sponsors a number of field
trips. The program takes place on KibCourtesy of http://www.arava.org/
butz Ketura, located in the Arava Rift
Luckily, there are organizations, such as
Valley, with Jordan’s Edom Mountains
the Arava Institute, that are interested in giving students like in direct view. The program’s location means that field trips
us the opportunity to work on these issues, gaining hands-on aren’t limited to explorations of the Kibbutz. Often, field trips
experience and new perspectives. As I sat down with David can include educational excursions to Jordan or parts of Israel
Weisberg, Executive Director of the Friends of the Arava Insti- you would have never thought to explore yourself.
tute, to speak about the program that the Arava Institute offers
for students, I knew I was in for an extraordinary conversation. Roee Elisha, a former Israeli student on the program, underFlanking either side of him were two alumni from the program, scored the point and purpose of the program by saying that
Ghadeer Khoury, a Palestinian woman, and Roee Elisha, an most of your experience lies outside of the classroom. WhethIsraeli man. While the information provided by Mr. Weisberg er it is conversation within the Kibbutz’s multi-cultural comwas invaluable and highly interesting, it was the testimonies of munity, or perhaps a trip to meet a friend’s family in Jordan,
these two past participants, who were obviously fond of each the opportunities to expose you to new and exciting things
other
despite their seemingly opposed back- are endless. Your education does not cease when you leave
grounds, that convinced me of a classroom. Rather, it is every meal, every interaction, every
the Arava Institute’s ability conversation, which provides invaluable learning that cannot
to engage students, such be taught in any other environment.
as ourselves, in solving
Subscribe to
global problems.
If you’re looking for a job or an internship that allows you to
your favorite magazine
leave work behind when you leave the office, this program is
The mission of the not for you. If you are, however, looking for an academic and
instead of buying it at the
Arava Institute, spe- cultural experience that will prepare you to make a different in
store/stand. Most magazines
cifically, the Arava the world, I think the Arava Institute may be worth looking into.
Institute for Environ- We can sit here in our Emory bubble and lament the fact that
at the newsstand aren’t sold
mental Studies, is we are too far to make a difference, or we can be proactive and
and go to the trash dump.
brilliant in its simplic- change not only our lives, but the lives of future generations.
ity and clarity. As a regional program based -Gillian Schreiber
in Israel, it seeks to
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PEOPLE MAKING A DIFFERENCE
The Person Behind the Title:
Julie Shaffer, Sustainable Food Service Education Coordinator at Emory
In her office, Julie Shaffer has a life-size cardboard cut-out of
a farmer, a Georgia map that shows which Georgia farms provide what produce to Emory, and wooden cooking utensils on
her desk. Her colorful office is filled with all sorts of stuff; it
not only reflects Julie’s colorful personality, but her array of
responsibilities as well.
Since August 2008, Julie has been the Sustainable Food Service Education Coordinator at Emory. Before that, she worked
at a public high school for 30 years teaching AP art in drawing,
painting, and design. So how did she get from teaching art to
teaching about sustainable food? “I’ve always had an interest
in food and cooking and growing food,” Julie explains, “I’ve always liked to eat.” However, it was more than her love of food;
it was her love of Slow Food.

sustainable food issues.”

Save gas by put-

One such student is Emory
ting your car in neuDining Green Team member
Anish Shah. He says, “Julie’s
tral when coasting
always reaching out to help
down hills or any
empower students to continue
making the right, and green, deother time you are
cisions. She’s been working with
coasting.
students to help us change how we
look at waste.” Together, Julie and
Anish were able to work with Emory
Dining/Sodexo to institute an optional
Trayless Tuesdays at the DUC, in which students forgo using a tray in order to reduce Emory’s carbon footprint, food waste, and water use.

Slow Food, which has grown into a worldwide network of volunteers, began in Italy in 1986 to resist the opening of a Mc- Currently, Emory’s sustainable food initiative is to have 75%
Donalds near the Spanish Steps in Rome. Slow
of the foods served at Emory sustainable or loFood Emory’s Rachel Levine explains, “Slow
cally produced by 2015. Julie has a more speFood is stopping to think about the broader piccific vision in mind, “For me as the educator,
ture of the food we eat with an appreciation for
my hope would be to educate a generation of
what we put into our bodies and our surroundyouth about sustainable food, why it’s imporing community. Simply put, Slow Food is ‘good,
tant, and why it’s important here at Emory. My
clean, and fair food,’”
hope would be that Emory students will go out
Julie first heard about Slow Food while vacationinto the world and make positive changes in
ing in Italy in 1999. When she returned home,
this direction.”
she called the newly established U.S. chapter to
find out about getting involved. When the phone
So what can you do? Julie puts it simply: eat
call ended, she had agreed to start a Slow Food
consciously. “Choose your foods consciously
chapter in Atlanta. She did, and now Julie is
and don’t think that you have to be a purist or
the volunteer regional governor of Southeast
uncaring, if everyone went Trayless on TuesSlow Food. “Julie has been a major contributor
days that would make a huge difference. Every
to the Slow Food movement in Atlanta and the
small thing you do has a positive impact. It’s
entire southeast. She knows just about everya matter of changing habits.” Thanks to Julie,
one there is to know when it comes to food in
the Emory community is changing its habits for
Atlanta,” explains Green Bean President Emily Courtesy of www.emory.edu
the better.
Cumbie-Drake.
To learn more about Slow Food Emory or Emory Dining Green
Through her experience/ her time spent working as a volunteer Team, visit us at www.generationresponse.wordpress.com
leader of Slow Food Atlanta, her teaching experience, and her
experience as a networker in the sustainable food realm, Julie -Jenna Shweitzer
was the perfect choice for the position of Sustainable Food
Service Education Coordinator at Emory. “My volunteer work Local Produce in Georgia This Season
turned into a full paying job,” she explains, “All my experiences
came together.”
April
Arugula, Asparagus, Beets, Bok Choy, Cabbage, Carrots,
So, what does Julie do as the Sustainable Food Service Educa- Collards, Garlic-Green, Kale, Lettuce, Mushrooms, Peas,
tion Coordinator? Well, her title is long for a reason. Julie su- Radish, Spinach, Strawberries, Turnips
pervises and oversees the Farmer’s Market (outside Cox every
Tuesday afternoon) and she creates special dining events to May
showcase local farmer products and special heirloom breed Arugula, Asparagus, Basil, Beans, Beats, Blueberries, Bok Choy,
heritage animals and vegetables. Julie is the staff sponsor for Broccoli, Cabbage, Carrots, Collards, Cut flowers, Cured Garlic,
the Slow Food Emory group, the Culinary Club, and the Emory Green Garlic, Kale, Lettuce, Mushrooms, Okra, Peaches, Peas,
Dining Green Team. She is also in charge of creating hands-on Plums, Irish Potatoes, Radish, Seedlings, Spinach, Summer
cooking programs in the demonstration kitchen in Few Hall squash, Strawberries, Vidalia Onions
and she teaches evening classes at Emory to the broader communities.
Source: Georgia Organics
To learn about the local produce in Georgia all-year round, and
In the Emory community, Julie has found student support to recipes with local ingredients, check out
be quality over quantity. “The students that are interested and www.georgiaorganics.org.
supportive are very passionate about it,” she explains, “Is it
mainstream on this campus? No.” Still, Julie says that the
most rewarding aspect of her job is “working with students
and seeing students get really excited and motivated about

LOCAL to EMORY
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PEOPLE MAKING A DIFFERENCE
Bobbi’s Place
You’ve probably felt it. If you’ve ever run through Lullwater
Park on a Sunday afternoon; listened to the talented a cappella singers serenade friends and classmates on the first Friday of the month; walked with a bounce in your step through
Asbury Circle on a Wonderful Wednesday, or waited anxiously
in class during Dooley’s Week, for that mysterious skeleton to
walk in and release you. It’s a feeling of comfort, excitement,
and togetherness– an invisible, vibrant thread running through
Emory students and faculty, and connecting us to this amazing place we call home. (Unless you’re that kid who’s thinking
about transferring….this doesn’t apply to you.)
That’s how I felt as I walked to
Starbucks to meet one of my
favorite professors, adored by
faculty and students alike, Dr.
Barbara “Bobbi” Patterson.
I like to think of Bobbi as my
life coach; Though I no longer
sit amongst the discussion
group in her Religion and Ecology class, we make sure to
plan a coffee or hot chocolate
date every couple of months,
to keep my sanity in check.
Courtesy of www.emory.edu
While our conversation usually revolves around my life, on this specific day, I got the opportunity to interview Bobbi for a change. I’m happy to share
with you, readers, the awesomeness that is Bobbi Patterson.
A Typical Day In The Life Of Bobbi Patterson:
•
Wake-up: Before sunrise.
•
Walk and feed the dogs, enjoy a light breakfast, spend
time reading traditional texts and practicing sitting meditation.
•
Leave house at 5:25 AM to swim with the Emory Masters Team.
•
In the office by 8 AM, preparing for class, occasionally meeting with one of her committees (sustainability office
or financial advisory committee, for example) or meeting with
students.
•
Teach Religion 100 class at 2 PM until 3:40 PM
•
Teach the experimental class on Emory As Place at
4 PM, a class of 17 students creating their own projects on
place. (Such projects include Lullwater walks, pod casts of the
quad about Emory’s involvements during the civil rights era,
and a scavenger hunt for first year students!)
•
Tuesdays and Thursdays: Run with her “rescue dog”
and lift afterward.
•
Every Wednesday at 5 PM: Lead an
open meditation group in the
family center of The WinBe
ship Cancer Center. (Everyone’s welcome, no
shady. Close
matter the experience
your shades when
level.)

you’re not home- they
insulate heat or keep your
home cool (depending on the
season) and will reduce
your energy by up to
25%.

Busy day! This brief
look into Bobbi’s daily
schedule, however,
fails to provide a complete understanding
of everything she does
for our school. Since
her arrival at Emory in

1981, Bobbi has been able to observe Emory from multiple
perspectives. Beginning here as chaplain of the university before becoming dean of students, Bobbi Patterson grew to love
Emory University long before her position as a professor in the
religion department. She is involved in numerous programs
and committees, most of which involve sustainability on campus, including her position as a faculty associate of the Office
of Sustainability Initiatives.
Another project close to her heart is the Emory As Place Initiative. According to Bobbi, her commitment to this project
comes from her Southern roots: “It’s because I am from the
South: Southerners care so much about place. Being part of
your community was just so important growing up, the tradition is so strong.” For Bobbi, sustainability began with community-based justice for the communities she had been a part of.
Eighteen years ago, she started The Theory Practice Learning
Initiative, which became The Office of University-Community
Partnerships. She also designed the previously mentioned
Emory As Place class. Dr. Patterson appreciates how many
courses at Emory offer an opportunity to get involved in the
community and apply the ideas we are studying in class to the
world around us. She explains, “The complex community has a
lot of issues with sustaining itself—if there’s not some love of
the place and the people, nothing’s gonna happen to help sustain it.” For Bobbi’s internship class, all of her students work
in the community, either in a sustainability organization or another nonprofit. They work a certain number of hours a week
and meet with Bobbi in the weekly seminar, which integrates
various readings and development of a personal portfolio of
their experiences. In this way, Bobbi’s class sustains community partnerships with Emory students. Look for her new internship class in the fall for undergraduates!
Along with her own efforts, Bobbi told me she sees a lot of
students at Emory who are committed to sustainability as well:
“Your generation is quite pragmatic. This is one way you all are
taking hold of your future. I’m seeing more students becoming
politically involved as well, which seems important now. Little,
individual good-doing will make a difference, but at the same
time you need to be working at the structural level. I notice
more and more students are being much more level-headed
about political involvement than my generation!”
While we happily agreed that Emory students are committed
to the protection of our Earth—considering careers in sustainability, and taking the issue seriously—there is one element of
sustainability that may need a little more encouragement on
campus, and that’s the idea of Place. Bobbi says developing a
connection to the place in which you live and work is important
because if you fall in love with your place, you are more likely
to sustain it. Every year we have a small team of students and
faculty that work on Emory As Place projects. These are people
who feel that, here at Emory, we need to restore our sense of
place and heritage.
Unfortunately, this is all I got before the conversation switched
back to my life, since Bobbi is way too modest to talk about
herself for long! This, in a nut shell, is the essence of Bobbi—
always putting others before herself. If you don’t know her yet,
you really should. She will forever be an integral part of this
place that she loves, Emory University.
-Lauren Borrelli
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Modern Atlanta
MA10 - “Design is Human” week
Hosted by MODERN ATLANTA
Sustainable Design and Social Responsibility
June 1 – 6, 2010 www.modern-atlanta.org
One day a few friends met in a coffee shop in Atlanta and
spoke about their desire to embrace environments, products,
and services that weren’t just pretty, but also designed to provide a deep fulfillment for the human need. This intellectual
conversation between a few friends, just four years ago, planted the seed for what was to grow into the 4th edition of MA
- Modern Atlanta.

“MA is a promoter of design
excellence that also encourages
sustainable practices”
MA promotes mainly architectural and interior design which
is in line with the philosophy that any design process should
be ethically equipped. “When
you start to create something,”
explains MA Creative Producer
Nicola Vidali, “you have esthetic, dimensional and functional
guidelines and then you have
ethical guidelines that direct the
ultimate goal, which is to have a
product or a service that serves
the human need.” In this way,
MA is a promoter of design excellence that also encourages
sustainable practices in the corporate and public spheres. “This
is nothing new,” Nic continues,
“We are just embracing concepts
that may have been forgotten.”
What is new, however, is the
way in which MA works to provide a cross-platform for academia, corporations, and media
to come together around the
idea of making design human,
design that is functional for human needs and the environment. “People don’t know about
sustainable things happening
because it stays within the institution doing the sustainable
action,” Nic points out. Not only does the platform provide a
forum to share sustainable ideas on design, but more broadly,
to discuss social responsibility in corporations. “In academia
they are talking about [social responsibility in corporations],
in media they are emphasizing it, and businesses are actually
doing it. These three components create a vehicle for change,”
Nic explains, “We need corporations to be ethically equipped
to be human.”
MA provides this cross-platform dialog during their annual
one-week event named “Design is Human,” which will be held
on June 1st-6th in various parts of Atlanta. During this time
there are discussion panels, lectures, film screenings, and exhibitions in order to bring people together around the idea of
sustainable design and social responsibility. Nic emphasizes

that bringing people together Use a reusable water
will effect positive change because it enables more com- bottle! It takes 1.5
munication which leads to
million barrels of oil
more action, “We have to comannually to satisfy
municate our values,” Nic says,
“because we are all connected.
America’s demand
That’s how we create a better
for bottled water.
world: communication creates reality”
However, before we can create a better
world, Nic explains that we must create
a better self, “Before everything, we need
to know how to interact with ourselves, others,
society, and once we are good in that sense, ethically,
then we can also be a successful, professional person.”
MA invites Emory students, innovators, visionaries, and independent minds of ages and paths of life to attend Modern Atlanta week, “Design is Human,” this June, where we will be
able to engage in conversation with people from Atlanta and

Courtesy of Nicola Vidali

around the world who are in line with the thinking process to
create a better world- starting from the living space and expanding to the services of human needs. MA also encourages
Emory students to get involved in their initiative by forming a
group and creating a project to be executed/presented during
their “Design is Human” week in 2011. “Whether you create
an exhibition or a give a student lecture, there are many ways
to be a part of Modern Atlanta,” Nic insists.
-Jenna Shweitzer

LOCAL to ATLANTA
www.generationresponse .wordpress.com
Generation Response Spring 2010, 9

HUMANITARIANISM
Universal Basic Education for All
Education for All… Before Graduation?
Can you imagine not being able to count money, read a book,
or write your name? What hope would you have? Would you
feel much self-worth? For Emory students, imagining a life
without education is just a disturbing exercise. For the world’s
poorest children, however, being able to read and do math is
often just a fantasy.
Seventy-five million children worldwide, most of them poor,
girls, or AIDS orphans, lack access to basic education. Their
greatest barrier to education is school fees, charged by many
poor governments at the behest of the World Bank and IMF beginning in the 1980s. Instead of generating revenue to repay
the debt of poor countries to the rich world, however, this failed
policy has kept the most vulnerable children out of school.
Educating kids, especially girls, may be the greatest tool for
sustainable development. Girls in poor countries who complete 6th grade are 50% less
likely to contract HIV/AIDS ,
and each year of schooling
past 3rd or 4th grade leads
to 20% higher wages and a
10% decrease in the risk of
preventable death in their
own children. A nation has
never attained swift, sustained economic growth
without a level of adult literacy at 40% or higher.
The world has long recognized the imperative of basic
education. In 2000, all UN
members nations promised
to achieve the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) which target extreme poverty. One
of these MDGs is universal primary education completion by
2015. To achieve this goal, all seventy-five million kids have to
gain access to school this year.
The World Bank, recognizing the futility of user fees for basic
services for the poor, has since developed the Fast-Track Initiative (FTI) to help poor countries ramp up their education systems. Poor countries need extra economic support (for buildings, books, teachers, lunches, etc.) for the influx of children
that will come to school. When Kenya removed school fees in
2003, a million more kids came to school in the first week.
The FTI is a good start but insufficient to get all those kids in
school this
year. President Obama has called
for
a
Global Fund for Education
(GFE), modeled on the
successful
Global
Fund to fight AIDS,
Turn off your
TB, and Malaria
(GFATM).
This
power strips when
GFE would adopt
they’re not in use. The
the accountability, scale, cooraverage America household
dination,
and
continuously leaks about fifty
country
ownership of the
watts of electricity.
GFATM to keep

pace with the immensity of the problem. This kind of fund,
armed with Obama’s proclaimed US funding of $2 billion a
year, would leverage aid money from others donors and coordinate and monitor disbursement of funds.
To create this GFE and get all kids in school this year, we need
public and political will. In Georgia, Senator Isakson is committed to global basic education, but he is hesitant to support
US spending. However, spending now on strategic programs at
the scale needed with prioritized accountability mechanisms
prevents spending later in terms of military escapades or continued foreign aid. If given the chance to hear the logic and the
community permission to spend, Isakson would likely support
and even lead on this effort to create a Global Fund for Education.
Local activists from RESULTS, a grassroots citizens’ lobby
working to end hunger and poverty using proven solutions, are
building community support to inspire Isakson to serve as the
republican leader in creating
this GFE. “It’s like Roosevelt
said: ‘I want to do it, now
make me do it,” says Benn
Herr, RESULTS activist, “All
they need is ‘permission.’
So let’s give it to them!”
One strategy of RESULTS
is to reach out to community institutions. Since the
global soccer community is
supporting basic education,
culminating in the World
Cup 2010, local RESULTS
activists are working with
Courtesy of Misty Novitch the Atlanta Silverbacks, Atlanta’s professional soccer
team, to spread awareness about the need to educate children and encourage Isakson and other members of Congress
to sponsor legislation in Congress forwarding a Global Fund for
Education.
“Emory is in an especially unique position as a privileged institution. We have powerful voices that can speak out for those
without power right now. We need to advocate for a Global
Fund for Education on behalf of those that do not have access
to basic education,” says Jim McDonough, Emory Law alumnus. Use your power as a constituent; insist that our politicians
create a GFE funded at $2 billion a year. RESULTS activists
encourage Emory students who wish to equalize power worldwide to call Senator Isakson at (770) 661-0999 and President
Obama at (202) 456-1111.
We have a chance to be the generation that responded to extreme poverty. We have a chance to give every child on Earth
the tools not just to survive but to thrive. We have a chance to
do this before graduation.
-Misty Novitch
The picture above shows RESULTS members (left to right) Truman Daley-Douglas, Steve Valk, Ben Herr, Misty Novitch, Rob
Marshall, Katy Windschill, Jim McDonough, Astrid Daley-Douglas.
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HUMANITARIANISM
The Case for Global Economic Development at Emory
Courtesy of http://www.emoryedi.org/

Emory University students are known for being extremely
bright and passionate about many social causes. On National
AIDs day, we see a phenomenal show of support with the Quilt
on the Quad. When it comes to raising funds for breast cancer,
Susan Komen Race For the Cure is always grateful for Emory
students’ financial contributions. However, there is a lack of
awareness when it comes to championing larger international
issues, such as economic development, and its connection
to poverty, global health, women’s rights, and education. To
some degree, it is fair to say that majority of Emory University
students are indifferent to global development because they
are unaware of the impact it has on their own lives. And those
who usually care check their interest at the classroom door as
they exit. Nonetheless, I can confidently say that at the end of
this semester this apathetic sentiment is changing, and more
students are now interested in engaging global development.

“EEDI’s mission is to...rais[e]
awareness on the need for economic development globally”
The fall of 2009 marked the inaugural semester for the Emory
Economic Development Initiative (EEDI). EEDI’s mission is to
take an interdisciplinary approach to raising awareness on the
need of economic development globally by educating the Emory University community as well as other academic communities on the means to be proactive in promoting development
around the world. Though the bar is set high, EEDI remains
true to its mission throughout the semester and hopefully on
to the next as well.
Our “interdisciplinary approach to raising awareness” can be
seen with our most recent event titled “Dialogue on Development – Focus: South Asia”. EEDI invited two distinguished visiting Emory professors, Dr. Marion Creekmore (from Political
Science Department) and Dr. Gordon Streeb (from Economics
Department), as well as a handful of exceptionally brilliant
student leaders to host a panel on development pathways for
South Asia and especially India. Both Dr. Creekmore and Dr.
Streeb have impeccable reputations in the State Department.
Dr. Creekmore served in the US Foreign Service and then as
the US Ambassador to the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri
Lanka and the Republic of Maldives. He was also the Deputy
Chief of Mission in India, 1981 - 1984. Similarly, Dr. Streeb
recently retired as the Carter Center’s associate executive director for peace programs. Ambassador Streeb came to The
Carter Center in 1994 as diplomat-in-residence near the end

Take smaller portions
of food. Studies show
that you will eat less
(recognize being full
earlier), and waste
less food. There
will also be more
to share!

of a 30-year career in the U.S. Foreign Service, a professional
path that included assignments in West Berlin, Mexico, Geneva, and New Delhi. His Washington assignments included
several policy positions in international economic development. The student panel included undergraduates visiting
from South Asia, and students working on projects including
a microfinance program for IBM, agricultural development in
Indonesia, and social enterprises in India. The format of the
evening was a catered dinner for attendees, presentations by
both professors, and a student panel discussion conducted
and led by the students. The audience was given the opportunity to share their opinions along side with the panel and professors. EEDI brought together exceptional professors whom
most students do not have the opportunity to interact with
due their short visit at Emory, and we also connected the professors with student leaders in development and a genuinely
interested audience. The turnout exceeded our expectations;
there were more students than chairs in the hall. Not only does
this confirm that with awareness comes initiative to act, but
the show of students also depicts that forums like these are
the means through which we can build constructive dialogue
in a nurturing environment.
So far, EEDI is successful in providing a platform and structuring a centralized advocacy for economic development in the
Emory Community. Other events this semester included African
Trivia Night, The Fight Against Malaria (with Susan Johnson of
Malaria Foundation International), and fundraisers for microloaning. The spring 2010 semester will include events such as
Human Right in Economic Aid, Arab-Israeli Economic Development, and many other exciting events. Our effort to work with
other likeminded student groups in the community indicates
our willingness to centralize student development endeavors;
therefore, we can increase our effectiveness on campus. We
aim at accomplishing this through our EEDI-Report, a weekly
student written newsletter on a variety of development topics.
Additionally, we hope to start working with larger institutions
to help bring tangible projects that engage our discourse on
economic development to Emory.
Spreading knowledge about economic development is critical at Emory University. With this knowledge, we can go on as
future leaders with a better understanding of the conditions
around the world, and really make effective change.
-Zeshan Muhammedi,
President Emory Economic Development Initiative
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GOING GREEN
Copenhagen Q&A with Neil Leary
							
Neil Leary, Director of the Center for Environmental and Sustainability Education at Dickinson College, attended the Copenhagen summit with a group of his students.
Q1: Though the conference was unsuccessful in setting legally
binding targets, and the targets set fell short of what is needed
to avoid a global temperature increase of 2 degrees C, what
positives came out of the conference?
NL: Most importantly, the development of a widespread, international social movement seeking meaningful action on
climate change and the large and energetic presence of youth
group delegations at the COP* – both essential ingredients for
meaningful action by governments. [*COP here simply refers
to the Copenhagen United Nations Climate Change Conference.]
Q2: What did you get out of attending the conference?
NL: The conference provided a unique and powerful opportunity for my students to learn first-hand about the diverse perspectives and priorities of government and NGO delegates
from all over the world, their positions on key issues and motivations for those positions, and the complexities and difficulties of reaching an international agreement on a problem of
management of the global commons. Clearly, climate change
requires action internationally and nationally by governments,
the private sector, and individuals. There is significant support
for action in civil society and some/many private sector firms;
but awareness, support and willingness to advocate strongly
for decisive action among the 190+ government delegations
is too weak at present to compel decisive action.
Q3: Some remain hopeful that a UN meeting in Mexico in December 2010 will lead to more binding commitments. What
are your thoughts on this?
NL: Realistic expectations need to be set. We will fail if success in Mexico City is defined as accord on comprehensive,
legally binding commitments for emission reductions subject
to international verification, and on adaptation, technology
transfer, finance, REDD+ etc. Given the urgency for proactive
action, well before the Mexico meeting the negotiators must
figure out and focus on the most important starting pieces for
agreements.
Q4: What is next? In light of no legally binding commitments
being
produced from the Copenhagen summit,
how
should we proceed?
NL: The US position in
Mexico will depend on
the political will. In CoTurn off your power
penhagen, the US delegation was cognizant
strip when you leave for
American pubthe day or night! The average oflic the
opinion and what
the Senate might ratU.S. house leaks about fifty
ify. Dramatic change
watts of electricity.
requires widespread
support among voters
for climate change
legislation and action

Tree Sound Studios:
Creating Sustainable Sound
including at local, state and national levels. Talk to members
of your local government, PTA, church; organize events to raise
awareness of the issues; write letters to your local paper; call
and write to your state and national legislators.
Q5: What advice would you give a budding environmental studies student eager to work on climate change related issues?
NL: Many different types of knowledge and expertise are needed to effectively respond to climate change. Expect future high
demand for people who can work effectively across different
disciplines and communities. Learn about the different academic disciplines involved in climate change and related societal issues; learn how to work at the interfaces of these disciplines; learn how to work effectively with science and policy
communities; learn to communicate effectively with the public
and different user communities.
-Leila Virji
Tree Sound Studios is unlike any other music studio in the
world. Just half an hour from Emory, Tree is rooted in its
place; practicing sustainability and engaging with the local
community. At the same time, Tree’s actions are reverberating
all over the world through the amazing music made at Tree.

“The client list [ranges] from big names
like Dave Matthews and Lil’ Wayne to a wide
variety of upcoming artists. Regardless of the
client’s fame, the Tree Sound family treats
everyone with the same amount of respect.”
Started 20 years ago by owner Paul Diaz, Tree has grown into
Atlanta’s largest, greenest, and most unique music studio.
The client list is just as unique, ranging from big names like
Dave Matthews and Lil’ Wayne to a wide variety of upcoming
artists. Regardless of the client’s fame, the Tree Sound family
treats everyone with the same amount of respect. “What
people love about this studio is that it’s not pretentious.
It’s really chill,” explains general manager and co-owner,
Sunshine Sweetwater Diaz. Tree has several studios, each
of which is unique in its own way. All of the studios, however,
are designed to foster a relaxed environment where the artist
can feel free to be creative.
Not only is Tree a relaxed environment, but a sustainable
one. The studio is carbon-neutral, as 50% of their energy
comes from an Atlanta landfill producing methane gas
and 50% of their power is offset by purchasing renewable
energy credits from Green Mountain Energy. Not to mention,
the studio has solar panels and a rainwater catch system,
in which rainwater that flows from the roof to the gutters is
used for landscaping. Most probably, the water is used to
landscape the organic herb, spice, and vegetable garden at
the entrance of the studio. What’s more, Tree has a local,
organic farm called Rock Star Farms in Gainsville, GA. The
latest edition to the Tree Family is Tree Power and Sound,
which is powering live events with renewable energy through
a small trailer that is attached to solar panels and a wind
tower.
-Jenna Shweitzer
Visit our website for more about Tree Sound Studios.
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The Emory Student ’s Guide to the Tuesday Afternoon Farmer ’s Market
If you are like most Emory students, you do one of the following
while walking past the Cox Bridge Farmers Market on Tuesday
afternoons: A) stare confusedly at the little tents with a fleeting
thought of “What is that?” as you continue walking, or B) stop
and try every single sample along the way. Recently I decided
on option B, with the intention of giving every Emory student
a quick run-down on what to skip, what to sample, and what
to buy at the Cox Bridge Farmers Market. Here’s a run-down of
some of the recurring venders:
Zocolo
Zocolo has a sign informing customers that each of their salsas are made from scratch each morning, but one taste of
any of their delicious, fresh concoctions and you don’t need a
sign to tell you that. Made with all natural, local ingredients,
Zocolo’s salsas mix spicy, tangy, and earthy flavors to create
perfection.
Two stand-outs are the “Arbol Salsa” and “Traditional Mole”.
Made with only six ingredients, the arbol salsa- consisting of
arbol peppers, avocado, cilantro, tomato, roasted garlic, and
kosher salt- is especially delicious on seafood. The combination of avocado and cilantro produces a perfect tanginess, and
the absence of lime ensures that it’s not tart.

stores stretching the length of
the East coast. “People don’t
know there are a lot of pesticides in oats and nuts. That’s
why organic is important,” says
Pure Bliss vendor Antonio.

Don’t take an ATM
receipt. They are one
of the top sources of
While their granolas are certainly
litter on the planet.
interesting and creative - types
include pina colada, gingerbread,
and acai berry - Pure Bliss’s commitment to vegan products gives them a
dry, oat-like consistency that lacks the
traditional cluster of a honey-coated granola. One granola that overcomes this shortcoming, however, is “Naughty But Nice”: the peanut butter and
chocolate mixture excels in both texture and taste.

Not to worry, though. Pure Bliss’s bars and “bites” create the
ultimate snack and study food. Moist, chewy, and bursting
with flavor, the bars and bites-which come in similar flavors as

Another delicious salsa is the traditional mole. While moles
come in many varieties, Zocolo’s red authentic recipe from
Mexico is truly unique. Hints of spicy peppers and chocolate
are evident, but other interesting ingredients that are more difficult to identify are what makes this salsa truly special. They
include dried fruits such as bananas, apples and pears, peanuts, raisins, and cloves.
Antico Mercante
The charismatic Italian who owns Antico Mercante, Francesco
Boeri, helped me to distinguish which tiny cubed samples of
cheese were worthy of my toothpick. The featured cheese on
the Tuesday afternoon I went was a local gouda (it should be
noted that most of the cheeses are imported from all over the
world, but Antico Mercante’s suppliers are all small, family-run
companies.) It was pungent and bitter, but the fresh taste,
which is certainly credited to its localness, was noteworthy.
My favorite by far was the “Vidalia onion cheese.” This cheddar cheese, which comes from an Amish farm, was perfectly
sweetened with the subtle taste of Vidalia onion. Franco recommended this cheese to be put on a hamburger.
Other notables included the drunken goat cheese, an obvious
favorite among Emory students, which is aged for 70 hours
in red wine. The “tallegio” is a versatile creamy cows milk
crusted in water and salt that is perfect for salads, steak, and
baguettes. My day of sample-tasting ended positively with the
New York-imported Cacciatorini salami, which consists of pork,
red wine, and garlic, and costs only five dollars each.

Courtesy of Abigail Schwamm

the granolas- are some of those foods you just can’t put down.
They even have benefits for studying! “The no sugar bars [acai
coconut and lemon cranberry] have no added sugar, which
gives them a low glycemic index,” explains Antonio. “This is
important when studying, so you don’t get that sugar spike
followed by a crash.” So how do the bars/bites retain a sugary
flavor? The answer is brown rice syrup and dates. The acai
coconut is exceptional for nut-lovers: consisting of coconut, cashews, flax, sunflower oil, and of course brown rice sugar and
dates, this bar is the definition of ‘treat’ and perfectly light.
The Take-Home Message
The Farmers Market comes to Emory every Tuesday afternoons
from 2-6pm. Besides offering delicious products, the Farmers
Market gives Emory students the opportunity to access unique
and gourmet foods that are not normally available to them as
well as a chance to support their local vendors, community,
and commitment to sustainability. Make sure to check it out!
-Rachel Levine

Pure Bliss
Only three-and-a-half years old, Pure Bliss- which is firmly
committed to being “as pure as possible”- already sells their
100% organic products of granola, nuts, and bars to over 160
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Emory Gardens
Ripe, juicy tomatoes blaze fire engine red in the morning sunlight. The golden mane of a sunflower radiates smiles to each
passerby. Fat, glistening strawberries cry out “eat me!”. Are
these the hanging gardens of Babylon? Queen Elizabeth’s royal plaza perhaps? NO! It’s your very own Emory Gardens!
The gardens were started in 2007 by former biology professor
Chad Brommer, who saw
an
interest
from faculty
and students
in the educational,
aesthetic,
and
health-related
benefits
of
having
gardens on campus. After a
long process
of approvals
that went all
the way to the
board of trust- Courtesy of Alex Ko
ees, the garden proposal was accepted. While there was enthusiasm for
the educational potential of the gardens, also it was required
that this part of Emory’s landscape “look good” in the words of
Dr. Peggy Barlett. Dr. Bartlett is Chair of the Sustainable Food
Committee, which has oversight of the gardens as one of its
seven charges. There are seven gardens located across Emory’s campuses; in front of Dooley’s Depot, next to the Rollins
School of Public Health, across from Cox Hall, at the Center for
Science Education on Oxford Road, on the grounds of Oxford
College, behind the School of Nursing, and at Yerkes Primate
Center. There are also plans to implement a new eighth garden
this year, next to the School of Theology. The School of Nursing has an herb garden, which provides a look at some of the
natural remedies available and is also where some of today’s
modern pharmaceuticals may come from. Yerkes Primate
Center caters its garden to the apes, with enhancements such
as marigolds and herbs. The Oxford College and Oxford road
gardens grow seasonal crops from around the area to provide
education about agriculture. All of the gardens are overseen by
Judith Robertson, the “Gardening Guru”. Judith is responsible
for coordinating all of the deliveries to the gardens and working with facilities management as well as the garden teams to
ensure that things run smoothly.
The Rollins, Depot, and Cox
gardens are special in
that they are managed
by the students, staff,
and faculty interested
Take a reusable conin reconnecting with
tainer and spork (yes, we
the earth and gaining
working in
know you love them) with you experience
a garden, or just interto campus and save resourcested in showing off
the possibilities that
es and energy!
an on-campus garden
offers. Dr. Barlett, a
professor in Anthropology with research

experience in sustainable food and agriculture and a supporter
of the Emory Educational Garden Project from its beginnings,
recognizes this as “part of an awakening interest in local food.”
She also commented on how the gardens provide a space
for incidental agricultural or horticultural education, telling a
story of overhearing an Emory employee exclaiming “Oohhh,
so that’s how broccoli grows.” Awareness of the full range of
Georgia crops is currently supported by a grant to the Gardens
from the Georgia Department of Agriculture.
Originally, these three gardens were developed with a more
central role for student leadership, which has been possible
for some, but not all the teams. One of the difficulties is turnover, as students go abroad, are not around in the summer
which is a critical time for many crops, or don’t find interest in
the garden until later in their student careers. Team members’
interests also evolve, so garden teams constantly need to be
renewed. A delicious kick-off dinner is offered to old and new
garden enthusiasts, at the beginning of each semester, and
informal potlucks bring people together several times, especially during the summer. There have also been plusses for
all the student workers: raising awareness for locally grown
foods, not to mention the delicious harvests that the gardens
bring in. Just last week, kale, arugula, and butter lettuce were
harvested and made into a delicious salad. This harvest came
during the Garden Crawl, a gardening event that coordinates
folks who want to get involved and encourages more people to
take part in the different gardens.
The Garden Crawl happens every Sunday, and brings students,
faculty, and staff together to work on the three group-managed
gardens. Starting at 11, people meet at the Rollins garden,
and then work their way over to the Depot garden at noon, and
finish at the Cox garden at one. Interested folks can drop by at
any point in the crawl. Attendance is historically lower in the
colder months when it isn’t nearly as nice to be out working in
the gardens, but there is a regular group of about 20 people
that work on the gardens, according to Dr. Barlett. These gardens provide a great connection to local produce, working with
the earth, and eventually enjoying the benefits of hard labor
as delicious vegetables and fruits. If interested, please contact
Judith Robertson at antjr@emory.edu.
Happy Gardening!
-Alex Ko
The picture above is of Emory’s sustainable garden at the Depot Diner.

A Quick Word About Our Sponsors:
Campus Progress works to help young people – advocates,
activists, journalists, artists – make their voices heard on issues that matter. Learn more at CampusProgress.org.
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Special : Outside of the Classroom
Environmental Studies 491		
Walmart Sustainable Business Competition
Meeting the Director of Sustainability for the City of Atlanta,
touring Decatur High School’s organic farm, and presenting to
Coke-a-Cola are only a few of the cool opportunities students
are pursuing through this spring’s Environmental Studies service-learning course. The course has two student-run projects
this semester, one helping to develop and market an organic
farm and another devising an Atlanta green job industry audit.
“I’m excited to get hands on experience working with Decatur
High School students and faculty on the garden and to see
what we do come to fruition in the coming years,” says Philip
Cheng, a senior in the Business School. This course allows
students to use their classroom knowledge in the field, while
benefiting both students and the community.
- Leila Virji
The picture below shows teacher Betty Woodman, this Spring’s
service-learning class, and two Decatur High School students
(clockwise from left) standing in front of Decatur High School’s
organic garden.
Courtesy of Leila Virji

Spiderman, Spiderman, does
whatever a spider can. Spins a
web, any size, catches thieves
just like flies. Look Out! Here
comes the Spiderman.

Buy something at the
Emory farmer’s market
and cook a meal with
February 12, 2010, engineering
friends!
a spider silk suite won Duke MBA
student, Robert Olinger, first place
in Walmart’s southern regional
sustainable business competition.
Olinger presented a business plan for
harvesting spider silk fibers from genetically modified silkworms. By isolating and
implanting a spider gene into silkworm DNA,
silkworms were made to produce spider silk, a very
strong and flexible organic compound. The produced spider
silk fibers are very marketable for use in ballistic garb because
spider silk is stronger than steal, while remaining incredibly
light. Also, since the fibers are organic, they are can be composted, “each pound [of biodegradable spider silk] replaces
two pounds of non-biodegradable plastic,” said Olinger. Olinger
looks forward to taking his spider suit project to nationals.
2010 Walmart Better Living Business Plan Challenge is the
third year Walmart has held a national student competition for
the best student invented sustainable product or service, but
this is the first year Emory University has participated and hosted the southern regional. Olinger’s competitors were a group
of undergrads from Claflin University, MBA students from University of Florida, MBA students from University of North Carolina, and an Emory Law student, Lauren Silve. Silve’s business
idea, Med Plus Connect, was to create a non-profit that would
ship old, but still usable medical supplies and machines from
American hospitals to hospitals in developing countries, thus
recycling items that would have otherwise ended up in the
landfill. Others had projects ranging from fair trade computer
bags to portable LED ultraviolet water sanitation devices, but
the spider suit won out.

Courtesy of Leila Virji

-Leila Virji
The picture above is of winning student Robert Olinger (left)
and a Walmart competition judge, Marty Gilbert (right).
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